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USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers
Facing Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for
agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management
For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured

Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to
your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and
be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss
(also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-
harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit
and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management

options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the
value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural
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disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and
replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements
NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by
taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs
The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can

assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit
needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock,
equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs
and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources.
Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural
disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP,
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan
options.



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Ezv2pr-4mJF1hcHqrRRVK29FzggvjI3Grg2kLqGaqZg/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Ezv2pr-4mJF1hcHqrRRVK29FzggvjI3Grg2kLqGaqZg/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.._-AVGt1sxNZI_r87Nq-g__IKNNmz0fAMdbwj60MZQgI/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..pLaw4K-ghpCQjk9LrT9LdgaR2WWx8zS9ejOiaZb3gS0/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..FPLRdLoDGJlgbYdApL8dNP2lZ8Q-zu-TJpQAsa6rLQg/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.Q4KXQWreHSLR4w0ZTrcWCnNb7MHDN92Vhrgx18i_BMU/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..NNMpMRJ1Q9cXLPbZpEyooLlUzKFaww-fL0_a7M4xkE8/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.Q9liChItZdFE13GqauUMjIw609O4JYI2uaFq52JE3lk/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..v-Z3IPLSUCT1oKgXYXVaH9GbCDeHxDnLAou214erHRA/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..oSSIECZ2EInwmMuvlEbvucZB0zFyzDhfEVMfA0v2rLk/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.e19G34Gi5D5J6p04oy_BsgMxG4-fuQ6t9rAKS_F5S2Q/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..U8SLKSEJk0k6uZv2ESzU_PJLfm-lv7b4rBIHGzNto2E/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.cBntEz9eFmfOH4fVdd4Yz2ja7ckzJ3aYnoB9yj-DGUc/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.cBntEz9eFmfOH4fVdd4Yz2ja7ckzJ3aYnoB9yj-DGUc/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..yewek5ZiCZHetARcIVmcy2DZ9tq-VbM0Ax49Yuyq7oc/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a
Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service
Center.

USDA Extends Deadline to Apply for Pandemic
Assistance to Livestock Producers with Animal
Losses

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing additional time for livestock and
poultry producers to apply for the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP). Producers
who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient access to processing may now
apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation and disposal of the animals
through Oct. 12, 2021, rather than the original deadline of Sept. 17, 2021. PLIP is part of
USDA'’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative.

PLIP provides payments to producers for losses of livestock or poultry depopulated from
March 1, 2020 through Dec. 26, 2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the
pandemic. Payments are based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry
and for the cost of depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry
include swine, chickens and turkeys.

PLIP Program Details

PLIP payments are calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock or poultry
by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments the eligible
livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock or poultry under the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same inventory of swine that were
depopulated.

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP through the Oct. 12, 2021 deadline
by completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and
submitting it to any Farm Service Agency county office. Additional documentation may be
required. Visit farmers.gov/plip more information on how to apply.

Additional Pandemic Assistance

Other programs within the Pandemic Assistance for Producer initiative with upcoming
deadlines include:

e 12 - Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, which provides critical support to
agricultural producers impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions.

e 15— Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers, which provides
financial relief to timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that experienced
losses in 2020 due to COVID-19.

To learn more about USDA’s commitment to delivery of financial assistance to farmers,
ranchers and agricultural producers and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-19
market disruptions, visit farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.
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USDA to Provide Relief to Small Producers,
Processors, Distributors, Farmers Markets
Impacted by COVID-19

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced it will
soon publish Requests for Applications (RFAs) for the Pandemic Response and Safety (PRS)
Grants program to support agricultural stakeholders who haven't yet received substantial
federal financial assistance in responding to the COVID-19 crisis. This grant program will
provide assistance to small businesses in certain commaodity areas, including small scale
specialty crop producers, food processors, manufacturers, distributors and farmers markets.

A grant forecast is now available to help potential applicants determine their eligibility and to
prepare to apply for funding. Eligible entities should visit the PRS grant portal at usda-
prs.grantsolutions.gov for complete information on the program, including how to obtain a free
of charge DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) BEFORE applying for this program.
On September 23, USDA will issue another announcement indicating that entities may submit
their applications through the grant portal; entities will need their DUNS number to submit an
application.

Visit usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov or the AMS website to learn more.

Overview of Emergency Disaster Declarations and
Designations

Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a
costly, variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance
programs to provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a
disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger.

FSA administers three types of disaster designations.

USDA Secretarial Disaster Designation

e The designation process can be initiated by individual farmers, local government
officials, State governors, State agriculture commissions, tribal councils or the FSA
State Executive Director

e This designation is triggered by a 30-percent or greater production loss to at least one
crop because of a natural disaster, or at least one producer who sustained individual
losses because of a natural disaster and is unable to obtain commercial financing to
cover those losses

e In 2012, USDA developed a fast-track process for disaster declarations for severe
drought. This provides for a nearly automatic designation when, during the growing
season, any portion of a county meets the D2 (Severe Drought) drought intensity
value for eight consecutive weeks or a higher drought intensity value for any length of
time as reported by the U.S. Drought Monitor (http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu)

Administrator’s Physical Loss Notification

e This designation is initiated by the FSA State Executive Director.
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e The designation is triggered by physical damage and losses because of a natural
disaster, including but not limited to dead livestock, collapsed buildings, and destroyed
farm structures.

Presidential Designation

e A Presidential major disaster designation and emergency declaration is initiated by the
Governor of the impacted state through the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

e This designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by a disaster of such
severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capability of the State
and local governments.

All three types of designations immediately trigger the availability of low-interest Emergency
loans to eligible producers in all primary and contiguous counties. FSA borrowers in these
counties who are unable to make their scheduled payments on any debt may be authorized to
have certain set asides. Additional disaster assistance requiring a designation may also be
provided by new programs in the future.

For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, contact your local
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received
Under WHIP+ and/or QLA

If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+)
or the Quality Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality

losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, you are required to meet linkage
requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 crop
years.

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage
Agreement) was submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if
available, or NAP coverage if federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage
requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop that received WHIP+
and/or QLA benefits.

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA
Office to inquire about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by
the sales/application closing date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits
received on the applicable crop, plus interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new
or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..42wwTYi_DTeJhjNnDfHl_ewzLFNyYrcrHnxKZSGqDr8/s/1119575712/br/112490968435-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..xMy10Pv-OihhXx19Nkio4be3MjwRUmXkfelynQrzNdo/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..SI8tgSqy1nN-sqg3cm5wpvc7zY87JB4Q-JFcWiR6Hyc/s/1119575712/br/112819757307-l

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat,
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas),
hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities,
floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through
uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold
storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional
farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for
Customers Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
loan provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA
farm loans who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next
payment set aside. In some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers
who have already had one payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-
Aside authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as
explanations of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a
loan payment Set-Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA
county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended
up to twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will
continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in
the current production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan
applicants and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss
loan making and servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in
FSA’s guaranteed loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these
flexibilities, and office contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access
to the farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain
program applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed
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practices, request conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who
do not already have an eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

Progression Lending from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans from
a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help
you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers
through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff
will advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to
commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation,
but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve
your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Important Dates

e Oct. 11 - USDA Service Centers will be closed in observance of Columbus Day
e Oct. 12 - CFAP2 signup deadline

e Oct. 12 - PLIP signup deadline

e Oct. 15 - PATHH signup deadline

e Oct. 29 is the final date USDA will accept applications for the Heirs' Property
Relending Program

e Nov. 1is the final date to apply for the Organic Certification Cost Share Program
(OCCSP)

e Nov. 2 County Committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts on your cell phone
regarding important deadlines, reporting requirements and updates. Contact your local FSA
Office for more information.

All USDA Service Centers in Louisiana are currently closed to visitors because of the
pandemic, but Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital
tools.

Call your Service Center to schedule an appointment. You can find contact information at
farmers.gov/service-locator.

Louisiana FSA State Office
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3737 Government Street
Alexandria, LA 71302

Phone: 318-473-7721
Fax:844-325-6942

Christine Normand Terrick Boley
Acting State Executive Director Farm Loan Program Chief

Administrative Officer

christine.normand@usda.gov

DeWanna Pitman
Farm Program Chief

dewanna.pitman@usda.qgov
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